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To the Rxx1G1ous, SoctzrIES. 


Gen tlemen, 


| F= J the Riſe r 45 2 
bas made a great Noiſe in the 


"> r and read many Reports concer- 
ning them, I have been too 
ready with the Generalicy of Mankind, to 


condemn them; but endeavouring to get my 


Mind informed in the beſt Manner I could, 
by getting acquainted with Mr. V. and ſome 


of the Met hodiſtsʒ; by reading Mr. Vis Sermons; 
his Journal, and the Remarks thereon, with 


Mr. Triſtram Land's Letters, and the Account 
relating to the Methodiſts, in the Weekly 


Ni eellam, printed 1 February the 
a . Toth, 


World, and I having often heard 
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Toth, 1738, and perceiving the Gentleman 5 
Remarks on Mr. Vs Journal, and Mr. Tit 
tram Land's Letters, and the Gentleman 
Account in the //eetly Miſcellany relating 
to the Met bod iſis, were carried, as I appre- 
hend, beyond the Bounds of Truth, Tcould 
not but look upon it as a Piece of Juſtice to 
Mankind, as well as highly reaſonable, as we 
mould not only culti vate our own Garden, 
but ſo far as lies in our Power, according to 
our Stations in Life, prevent or reſtore Man- 
kind from Error and Deluſion, by diſcovering 
according to the beſt of our Knowledge, the 
Paths of Truth, in order for obtaining real 
Happineſs: With this View only do I recom- 
mend this to your Conſideration, hoping if 
any Thing is look'd upon amiſs, as there is no 
Infallibility in Creatures, you willexcuſe from 
the Sincerity of the Author. Poſſibly you 
may meet with ſome Words or Sayings, that 
may ſeem old and common, if ſo, I would 
not forſake the Paths of Truth, for the Sake 
of Novelty, or walk in the Paths of Error, 
for the Sake of its gray Hairs; give me Leave 
therefore, before I proceed further, to lay be- 
fore you ſome undeniable Rules of Judgment, 
abſolutely neceſſary for all Mankind, towards 
obtaining the Knowledge of Truth, which 
to an unprejudiced Mind muſt carry its 
Weight and Evidence. en e bens 
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of rightly underſtanding them. 
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Endeavour to get as thorough an Under- 


ſtanding of the Affair or Truths you are 


judging of, as poſſible, by uſing all the proper 
9 that lie in your Power; without which 
you lie very liable to form wrong Judgments, 
either of Perſons, Cauſes, or Things, for Want 


1 | 

DT edt et x 6 IK 3 
Obſerve the Temper of Mind you are 
judging with, for if there be any Prejudice in 
the Mind on one Hand, or any over Love or 
Fondneſs towards Perſons or Cauſes on the 
other, either of them will in ſome Meaſure, 
in Proportion to its Degree, blind the Light 


of the Underſtanding, and pervert the Judg- 


ment; if it be Prejudice, it will make Faults 


poſſibly where there are none, and thoſe that 


are, greater than really they are in themſelves, 


by vertue of the Prejudice in the Mind before- 


hand; hence ſome weak Minds are really ſo 
imprudent, that when an Author's Name is 


. So mentioned, they do not like the very 


Book, and all the ſolid Truths it may contain, 


: is rejected; but let me adviſe ſuch Perſons not 


to read Authors bur Matter. On the other 
Hand, if it be over-Love or Fondneſs, this 
will make great Faults little ones, little ones 
Tbs Wo, 5 none 


. „ 
none at all, by vertue of the over Love to- 
r 
1 nr, val 5 
As a Chriſtian, obſerve the Law and Teſ- 
timonies; what they direct you to, concer- 
ning the Truths you would be informed of, 
they being the ſtanding Rule of Judgment for 
all Proteſtants, either in Relation to their 
Faith or Practice: Therefore whoever ſhall 
eſtabliſh any Doctrine or Worſhip, not 
founded on the Word of God, or 'agreea- 
ble thereunto, or is inconſiſtent with our 
juſt and reafonable Thoughts of Things, and 
of the divine Perfections of God, is certainly 
wrong, let it come from what Jew it 
will: And though ſome Perſons who ſeem 
to be too wiſe to be inſtructed, and too good 
to be made better, may banter and ſay, Why? 
all this we know already: To which I reply, 
That they know no Truths relating to bad 
everlaſting Happineſs in a ſaving Manner, till 
reduced into Practice, and when fo, they will 
be far from bantering of it, but on the contrary, 
be thankful wherever they find it; and by their 
knowing the Will of God, if they do it not 
it will only aggravate their Condemnation; 
but I write not this for the Sake of ſuch, but 
for thoſe who are ſincerely deſirous to know 
the Truth in order to practice it. 815 
* 8 ive 
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SBire me Leave here to make an Obſerva- 


tion: It hath been one great Fallacy of the 
Devil, to excite ſome Perſons to ſeparate 
Religion into Pieces, and to take a Part for 
the Whole, in exalting one Perfection in God 
to a Diminution of another, or one Doctrine 
of the Goſpel to a Diminution of another; 
thus ſome magnify God's Juſtice to a Dimi- 
nution of his Mercy, ſome his Mercy to a 
Diminution of his Juſtice, ſome Faith to a 
Diminution of Works, ſome Works to a Di- 
minution of Faith; thus ſome cry up God, 


ſome Chriſt, ſome Faith, ſome Love, ſome 


Works; but yet what is God without Chriſt, 
what is Chriſt without Faith, what is Faith 
without Love and good Works; but now take 
God in Chriſt by Faith, that worketh by 
Love, to the Keeping the Commandments, 
and this is pureReligion ; and what God hath 
Joined together let no Man put aſunder. Thus 
whoever apprehends any Perfection in God or 
any Doctrine of the Goſpel in Diminution ta 
the Whole, may depend upon it, is certainly 
wrong. 291 a} „„ 


Obſerve and practice the undeniable 
Rules mentioned, if ever you expect to make 
any ſaving Progreſs in the Knowledge of thoſe 
Truths relating to your everlaſting Happineſs, 

| never 
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never forgetting in all your Searches and Re- 


ſearches after the Knowledge of Truth, to 


invoke and implore the Aſſiſtances of God's 


Helg spirit, to give you a right Underſtanding 


in the Truths you are labouring to obtain 


who-is the Spirit of Truth, and who will 


lead vou into all Truths neceſſary for your 


Salvation; and if any Perſons are fo weak and 


fooliſh as to reject the Counſel of God againſt 


_ themſelves, by neglecting the 3d Rule, the 
rwo former may ſerve them; 4ut let nothing 
Hen your | Efteem for the Word of Gad. 


I may not take Notice of all the Remarks and 
Reflections made, it not being neceſſary, and 


would enlarge this Tract beyond the Bounds I 
intend; but of ſome of the moſt material 


Parts of them; in order to ſet Truth in a 


clearer Light. The Gentleman in the Begin- 
ning of his Preface to his Remarks on Mr. s 
Journal, ſays, That it was out of a ſincere 


e Regard to Fruth, and a Chriſtian Intention 
of doing ſomething that might be ſervicea - 


a ble to promote the general Good, and par- 
dee ticularly that of the religious Societies.“ 
Imuſt confeſs, that Charity, as a ſtanding Rule 
to others, will incline me to think the beſt; 
but yet upon examining of his Writing, as 
well as the other Gentleman's, I have Cauſe 
© 5 | Ws - 9 5 


* 
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51 


„d believe, that Prejudice hath carried their 
Reſentments much beyond che Bounds of 
Truth, which you yourſelves muſt be Judges 
of, from che W Ny * the een Ls 
duced. Gs: 
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| OnsnnvATIONs on be Roar x8'0 
the Reverend Mr. Vis Journal: 

| He ſays, Page 7, 8, 9, Mr W. gives ou the 
1 of 11 e Abroad, viz. youth he 
bad continued ſupplicating G od for a Tear 
and a half, whether he ſhould go or not, and 
from thence concludes, that Ze had a full 
je) ee it was the 533 vine Will: Ae- 
cordingly be. [et out for tford, with four 
Fri 7s 5g where he dn all Night ; { next 11. 
ing be went in Wwe F the' Ship, and un- 
 derflanding, that it would lie at Graveſend 
For ſome Time, he returned to Deptford, where 
it providentially bappen d, that a Lefure was 
to be preached that Evemn 77 hieb through 
the Tmportunity of Friends he preach'd, having 


no Notes, without ik leaft Hejitation, and con- 
cludes that Day with theſe Words: What 


gave me great Comfort, and made me more 
thankful was, that the Opportunity T believe 
Was ane, in * fo Pra . 
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1 GENTLEMANSSs REMARK. 
It evident] 4 appears then, that he had 
prayed for this Opportunity; if ſo, there 
vas no Occaſion for great Importunities of 
* his Friends to him for it, and by his praying 
Fo ſor it, ſhews that he thought his extempote 
Effuſions would be more ſerviceable to the 
＋. 1 than the ſtudied Diſcourſe of the 
* Perſon who, was to, haye preached; and 


& yoleſs cheſe pete hisSenciments when, here, 
kom can We account for his preaching from 
„ 
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Sire me Leave here to be a little particular; 
3h II) SD 2. AS hind 53 OT SIS | « . 
order to prevent Miſtakes; All our Actions 
ee to be diſtinguiſhed. into Good, Evil, or 
Tote rent; when any Act would be wrong, 


the forbearing that Act muſt de right, when 


e of ang, Thing e be wrong, 
the doing of it muſt be right ;.bur_when any 


* 


Thing may be either done or nor done equal 
Without the Violation of any Truth, th 


ue 18 indifferent ſo in Regard to Mr. 75 


* 
. 


going beyond Sea, if there ws 00 particular 


ommand for, or Prohibition againſt his go- 
ing, the Thing in itſelf was indifferent; and 
for hig Prayer to God fop Direction for ſo long 
__ 8 A 


{ 


hy CF 

_* & Titfle, and having fo ſtrong an Impreſſion 
or Conviction upon his Mind, that it was the 
Will of God, When there was no juſt Objec- 
tion againſt it, and if he was conſcious to 
himſelf of his Intentions being ſincerely the 
Glory of God, and the Good of Man, we 
ſhould be ſo far from condemning him, that 
Charity ſhould ineline us to think the beff, till 
we have juſt Reaſon to believe the contrary, 
from the whole of his Behavicur and Conduct; 
ſo that I ſee not wherein he is to be condem- 
ned, but rather juſtify'd in this Particular; 
however let me here inſert a Caution: I would 
have all Perſons take great Care how they place 
a Confidence in the Impreſſions made upon their 
Minds, but examine them by the Light of 
right Reaſon, freed from thoſe Corruptions 
that give it a wrong Biaſs, and the Word of 
God; and if they are correſpondent - thereto, 
they run no Riſque in following them; but if 
contrary, they may juſtly fear them to be De- 
luſions. I give it the Appellation of right 
Reaſon, in Oppoſition to that which is falſe; 
being well appriſed as to the Conſequences of 
if, and whenever I mention the Word Raeſon, 
I would always be underſtood in this Light. 


As to his providentially preaching a Lecture 
through the Importunity of Friends, without 
Notes, being thankful to God, and believing 
a 4 2 it 


Foes: 
pe 


freq. 


= granted“ as; an Anſwer to Prayer, I do not 
apprehend it amiſs, for his praying to God 
in a general Way for Opportunities to do Good, 
and perceiving by his preaching this Sermon, 


it had done ſore, I cannot perceive wherein he 


is to be blamed, in believing it granted as an 


Anſwer to Prayer, and being thankful to God 
for i it. So that in ſuch Caſes as'theſe, as we 


as in many others of a+ more extraordi 
. — no doubt but God often bleſſes che 


rayers of his Servants for Good. For the 
« Order of Events proceeding from the Set- 
e tlement of Nature, and the Influence and 
i over-ruling Providence of God, without 


_ © altering any of its Laws, may be as compa- 


* tible with the due and reaſonable Succeſs of 


our Endeavours and Prayers, as with any- 


other Thing or Phœnomenon, how great 
1 ſoever. dee Wollifton's s, Natural Religs gion 
* Jelineated, p. 103.“ Beſides, it is far from 
evidently appearing that he prayed for this 
Opportunity an particular, when he knew 
_ Dothing-of it, it being providential, and for 
bis not needing the Importunities of Friends 
in btipgin about the Providence, is weak 
to inſert, for whoever believes in the over- 


ruling Providence of God as ſuper-intending 


_ all human Affairs, over - ruling and influencing 


all ſecond Cauſes, may eafily perceive that 


| Mankind in particular, are Inſtruments in his 
TN ROM 


n AS. 0 . 


W 
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Hand to bring not only ſmall but great Things to 


paſs; ſo that the Importunity of Friends, makes 
nothing againſt Mr. . in this Place, but rather 


for him, and by his ſaying, it evidently appears 


that he prayed fur this Opportunity, he muſt 
ſuggeſt it in particular, otherwiſe his Diſcourſe 


| would be ridiculous; which is very ſtrange 
when he knew nothing of it, it being provi- 


dential: However this muſt be a bold Way 
of aſſerting Things without Foundation, and 
by his Preſumption from it, infers, That 


Mr. W. ſhews, that he thought his extem- 


te poty Effuſions would be more ſerviceable 
tt to the Audience than the ſtudied Diſcourſe 


* of the Perſon who was to have preached 


« and unleſs theſe were his Sentiments, when 
« here, how can we account for his preaching 
from one End of the Town to the other:” 


What Mr. J. Thoughts were or are, I cannot 


fay, but poſſibly Mr W. with others of the 
Methodifis may be of the mind, that Chriſ- 


tians are too much fallen into a ſpiritual Slum - 


ber, as the Caſe is repreſented by out Saviour 
in the 25" Chap. of St. Matthew, that while 
the Bridegroom tarryed, they all flumbered 


and flept, both good and bad; and the Miniſ- 


ters in general have more Regard to the 
Fleece than to the Flock; Be it ſo or not, 
they ſhould be ſa far from condemning them 


Un- 


! 


it becomes worthy of Imitation, that where 


any are conſcious to themſelves, they are juſtly 


reproved through their Sloth and Negligence; 
inſtead of caſting Reflections they ſhould 
rather behave as David, after reproved by 
Nathan the Prophet: I have ſinned againſt the 
Lord, 2 Sam. XII. 13; than with the falſe 
Propher, who was angry without Cauſe, at 
good Micajal, and ſmote him for ee the 
ers Chron. XVIII. 0 | 


— 10. He Was again —_ 4 to ” Sr oat 


4 looked upon the e b e as a Call 


| 45 Providence.” 


REMARK: | | 


« If he had inſiſted upon preaching, and 1 


« he People had been againſt it, ne doubt, 
4 that had been a Call of Providence too. 


Os RvAT LON 
This i is more a Banter than any proper Re- 


mark upon the Conſiſtency or Inconſiſteney 
of Mr. Vs Writing in this Place, which the 
Gentleman was to make manifeſt ; but no 


Wonder, that ſome People will banter Truth, 


though it be baſe, when they cannot bring | 


10 ſolid e againſt 1 it. 


unjuſtly for their Zeal and Diligence, wherein 
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Page 11. he * 7 Go wat * me coef a 
T ruth, was aſſiſted in writing wha and had 
Goo with we l che Day lng. 
e The REMARK : a / 
155 The Particulars, which expreſs God 8 be⸗ 
cc ing with him, are many of them ſuch a 
« Manifeſſ ation, or rather Senlafien of him, 
e ag Was never before heatd of 
0 0 2 HD T9304 & 
YT OpseavarioOn: |; , 

| 1 am almoſt ſorry to make any Reply hens 
but as the Nature of my further Proceedings 
makes it neceſſary; the Expreſſions indeed ara 
very poſitive and full of Aſſurance, and Per- 
ſons ſhould be very cautious how they expreſs 
themſelves, in ſuch Terms; but yet they are 
not ſuch as were never before heard of. Sure 
this Gentleman hath read little of the Bible, 
or at leaſt not thoroughly conſidered it, for 
therein many Experiences of the Servants of 
God, have not only come up to, but greatly 
excected the Aſſurance of Mr. . Conſider 
the Experienes! and Eotthc of the _— 


& *4 
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Chriſtians dae their Time, ' whoſe Faith 
and Confidence in God was 0 great, that no 
Oppoſitions were able to overcome it. Moſes 
: Had ſuch familiar Converſe with God, that 
his 


161 


his Face hone with that Brightneſs, after he 
came down” from the Mount, that he was 


 boreedto put a Vail upon his Face, while he 


communed with the Children of Hrael. 
David breaks out in the moſt extaſic Strain, 
Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon Earth I deſire in Compariſon with 
_ thee. God is my Strength, my Rock, my 


igh Tower, my Salvation; with many more | 


ſuch Expreſſions through the Pſalms. Paul's 
Faith and Confidence in God was ſo great, 


dat in Effect, were the Heavens paſling 


away with a great Noiſe, and the Elements 
melting with fervent Heat, were all ge 
diiſſolving and coming to a final Period, 
he was fully perſwaded, that nothing Gould 
ſeparate him from the Love of God in Chriſt 
_ Jefus. See Nom. Chap. VIII. 38, and 39 Verſe. | 
Many Proteftant Martyrs in the Bloody Mary's 
Reign, had ſuch Manifeſtations from God, 


and | ſuch ſtrong Faith and Confidence in him, 


Al, 


that à Bed of Flames have been like a Bed of 
Roſes. See Fox's Martyrology. Sure now this 
Gentleman will not be ſo poſitive in his Deter- 


minations, that no fuch Manifeſtation or Sen- 


| * of God, was never before RE of. s 


F* | Again Page the 20th; te favs, 0 cer 
did I in the 1 2 whot e am ol ue le oft 10 


The | 
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* 1 Fear be a nätural Paſſion, ME 1 1 
« + Danger muſt ever prove it, Mr. V. need 
* not upbraid himſelf for being a new Crea- 
< ture, which is no more than a Converfion 
te from Sin; and an Ability and Will to live 
ee by the Goſpel Rules, neither deſtroys ** 
45 Faſtion nor their Objects.” 4 7 
TSA, ; 8 # FINES IEEE 5 
9501 OBSERVAT IWM 
II Mr. IF. had ſaid, chat to be a ne „G 
| E deſtroyed the Paſſions or their Objects, 
as this Gemen would ſuggeſt, there would 
L have been juſt Occaſion to condemn him; but 
in!, it be quite otherwiſe, when rightly. conft- 
deͤeered, the Gentleman ought to be aſhamed af 
bis onjuſt Inſinuation, and while he ſeems to 
psc an accute Reaſoner, will appear to be but a 
half Thinker. © The Paſſions then, though 
they are not deſtroyed by Grace, yet they are 
greatly delivered from their natural Weakneſs 
and Corruption: This may appear from the 
over Joy, Sorrow, Fear, or the like; from 
„ |= earthly Things, which the Grace of God re- 
=} gulates, and delivers Perſons from. To this 
nd our Saviour adviſes his Followers, under 
+ {3 Apprehenſionof Danger, not to be afraid of 
) 3  rhem that kill the Body; and the Remedy he 
1 N for it is, 7o fear him which JM 


0 _ 


o p 25 ; , | # ; 
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| be hath killed, hath Power to caſt into Hell: 


Not by deſtroying” the Paſſions, but turning 


Fear of Man tg the Fear of God, Lule XII. 


v..4and g. Take an Inſtance in Sc. Peter: 
After our Saviour was apprehended, Peter 
follows his Maſter, and being only charged 


by a Damſel, of being with Jeſus, he thro' 


a ſlaviſh Fear, denies his Maſter; but yet this 
ſame Man, after aſſiſted by God's Grace, when 
ſtanding before the [Jewiſh Sanbedrim accuſed, 
and knew not but he might be put to Death, 


declared, That by the Name, of Jeſus, whom 


they had crucified, whom God raiſed from the 
Dead; had they .wrought the Miracle on the 


Man, lame from bis Mother's Womb ; neither 
was their Salvation in any other, or any other 


Name under Heaven, given among Men, where- 
y they muſt be ſaved. Acts IV. v. 9 to 13. 
Strange Alteration this, when a little before 
he denies his Maſter before a weak Maiden. 


Thus we ſee what. the Grace of God can do 


upon the Heart of Man, without deſtroying 
the Paſſions; and when Mr. V. cries out, 
O wherefore did JI in the leaſt fear! It ſhews 


him to be, a Man ſubje& to like Paſſions 


with ourſelves ; and when he ſays, What am 
4 wwhen left to myſelf? It is no more than what 
every Chriſtian may ſay, who is in any Mea- 
{ure ſenſible of his own Weakneſs. 
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Page 35, he ſays; Though TR big was in 
2 great Storm, yer I laid myjolf croſs 4 Chair 

reading, and God was. ſ good as to 'affift me 
by bis Spirit, that though Things were tum- 
bling, and the Ship 1 and Perſons falling 
down unable to fand, and Sick about me; yet 
7 was never" more chearful in my Life,” and 
was enabled, though in the Miaſt of” OA 
#0 C7 a ® ermon fore 7 went to n 


"» * 4 


405 The REMA pda 
4 Can any Man be einten as not to 
* ſee through this preſumptuous, utchriſtian, 
« ſelf-aſſuming Arrogance, when People were 
unable to ſtand and fick, to be ſo chearful, 
cc as that he was never more chearful- in his 
Life, and not to have ſo much of the good- 
8 natured, chriſtian, ſympathizing Spirit left, 
© as to endeavour to aſſiſt them, but to go 
©. unconcernedly to compoſe before he went 
| fs Bed: This beſpeaks ſuch a Want of Feel- 
ing, as will hardly admit of a Parallel; and 
1 <7 citriduce ſuch a Behaviour to the Gui- 
dance of the Eternal Spirit, whoſe Mercy 
by Compaſſion are his GY Attributes, 
2 518 direc Blaſphemy.” 


OBsERVATION. 


1 am ſurprized at this Gentleman's barſh 


and * — in charging Mr. W. in 
C 2 this 


this Place 
he poſſibly could not lay upon him, and could 
he make it juſty appear, would render Mr. M. 


contemptible; but how if it ſhould appear 


upon examining the Truth of Things, this 
Sentleman may be more guilty of the Sin he 

is charging upon Mr. V. I ſuppoſe this Gen- 
tleman is unacquainted with the Bible, and I 
fear, too much with his own Heart too, that 
he is charging Mr. W. with the Sin of Blaſ- 
phemy in this Place, and J do not wonder 
indeed that he is ſo, when he hath declared in 


Page 14, That the Words of Scripture are 
cc "EY e OP A eee 
not held to be inſpired.” Contrary to the 


plain Declarations of it, 2 Epiſt. Tim. Chap. III. 
v.16. All Scripture is given : by: Inſpiration of 


God. 2. Epiſt. Peter Chap. I. v. 21. For the 
Seripiure came not in old Time by the Will of . 
Man; but holy Men of God ſpake as they were 


moved by the Holy Ghoſt. ; But I ſuppoſe 
this Gentleman may be a Roman Catholick, 
who compares the Scriptures to a Nooſe: of 


Wax, and who would form it according to 


their Inventions: Howe ver let us conſider the 
Point in Hand. The Sin of Blaſphemy then, 


according to the beſt Expoſitors, had a more 


immediate Relation to the Fews, who ſaw 
the Miracles our Saviour wrought, did contrary 
to the Conviction of their own-Minds, malici- 
_ ouſly aſeribe his Miracles to the Power of the. 


64 413 


wich Blaſphemy, a greater Charge 


Ao V 5 


"DD By 


Devil, 


oy 
7 


Devil, when they were wrought by the Power 


and Spirit of God; by which Means they deſ- 


ee reſiſted the laſt Remedy that ſhould 
a 


have convinced and ſaved them. Whatever 
Sins may be ſuppoſed to have a near bordering 


upon it, I will not dare to affirm, much leſs 


to affix the Character upon one who doth not 


in the leaſt deſerve it. 


' . How far from the Sin of Blaſphemy Mr. 
W. is in this Place, which the Gentleman is 
ſtriving by a Strain of Arguments, to fix upon 


him, may eaſily be ſeen by any unprejudiced 


Reader; unleſs with this Gentleman they may 
be ſo infatuated with Prejudice, as preſump- 


tuouſly to make Determinations without any 
ſolid Foundations of Truth. The Foundation 


of this Gentleman's Charge againſt Mr. V. in 


this Place ariſes from his ſuppoſing his Want 
of a good-natured, chriſtian, ſympathizing - 


Spirit, to thoſe that were in Diſtreſs and Sick 


in the Ship, when Things were in a bad Poſ- 


ture, and aſcribing his Chearfulneſs and Aſſiſ- 
tance to finiſh a Sermon before he went to Bed, 


under the Circumſtances repreſented, to the 


Spirit of God. To which I reply, the Gen- 


tleman affirming Mr. W. had no chriſtian, ſym- 


pathizing Spirit left, in order to aſſiſt thoſe 
about him in Diſtreſs, is very far from being 


true, becauſe he affirms it; for no Perſons 
ef . | belie- 


TER 


— . 


- 


tal 


believ 


either true or falſe, becauſe they believe or 


disbelieve it; but as any Thing is true in itſelf, 
ſo are we to believe it, and Truch will be found 


from the Weight of its own Evidence, beyond 


which. cannot be expected, according 
to the Nature of the Truths to be known, and 
Centers in a Point; take it in any Reſpect, 
either in Relation to Nature, Providence, 


created Creatures; and I cannot apprehend, 
Why Mr. . ſhould not have a chriſtian, ſym- 


pathixing Spirit to thoſe about him in Diſ- 
treſs, at the — 22 he was EW : 


Joy « and Comfort. 


* believe Perſons ” liedle e in the 
Ways of God, can eaſily atteſt that Joy and 
Sorrow, Sympathy and Chearfulneſs, are very 
conſiſtent at the ſame Time in the ſame Breaſt; 
the Motions of the Spirits being very quick in 
their ion. How many Perſons as one 


Fruit of true nde for their Sins, and 


have been 


a lively Faith in. God's Mercy, 


filled with Sorrow under a Senſe of their Sing 


againſt God, and ar the ſame Time filled with 
a body Joy, under a Senſe of God's pardoning 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs through Chriſt, chat 
when their Eyes have been full of Tears, 

_ Hearts havebeen full of Joys ; bur I pre- 


ſume, 


wing: or disbelieving a Thing, makes it 


Grace and Glory, or in the uncreated God, or 
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| ſame; theſe Things muſt be pen as Etrot 
and Nonſence; yet I muſt tell ſuch Perſons, 


though they may not have felt theſe Things 
themſelves, good People are not ſo eaſily 


banter'd out of their Experience. Farther, as 


Mr. M. hath not given any Account, whether 


he affiſted or not aſſiſted the Perſons about him 
in Diſtreſs, or the Reaſons of it, there is the 


ſame Reaſon to believe he did, as he did not; 
therefore it muſt be Preſumption in this Gen- 


tleman to determine, he had no good-natured, 
chriſtian, ſympathizing Spirit left, as to en- 


deavour to aſſiſt them, when he is by no 


| Means able to prove it; but I preſume this 


Gentleman ſuppoſes it from the Manner of 
Mr. Vs exprefling bimfelf. As I would give 
him his full Latitude from the Nature of the 


Caſe, ſuppoſing him preſent to plead for 
bhimſelf; yet before he had drawn-ſuch . 
Concluſion without · Ground, he ought to 


have known the Temper and Dif poſition of 
Mr. V. in ſuch Caſes, which might have given 


ſomething more Weight to his Arguments; 


but I proteſt from my own Knowledge, hay- 
ing been with him both in publick and private, 
he is quite of a different Diſpoſition of Mind, 


and his Compaſſion to Perſons in Diſtreſs, is 
worthy Imitation; yet Perſons of an extraor- 


dinary Zea), with ſtrong Impreſſions upon the 
Mind, as 1 believe is the Caſe with Mr. V. 
11 5 +6 1 and 


[24 ] 
and the Methodifts in general, may be me. 
time unguarded, and not expreſs themſelves 
with that Caution as one could wiſh, and 
from the common Accidents and Occurrences 
of Life, expreſs themſelves as though they 
were the more extraordinary Interpofitions of 
divine Providence, as I believe Mr. . has 
done in his Journal; yet in the Caſe before us 
there is little or nothing in it. For Argument 
Sake, ſuppoſing Mr. V. had not this chriſtian, 
ſympathiz ing Spirit, which is hardly tobe ſup- 
poſed at this Time; in Act and Exerciſe, under 
the Circumſtances repreſented, he was doing 
no Evil, but on the contrary, no doubt, ſome. 
Good, if not to their Bodies, yet to their better 
Part, their Minds; comforting and encouraging 
them to a patient Submiſſion to the Will of 
God, under their preſent Extremities, by his 

a Sermon in the Midſt of them. 


54e Would any Aeg hence be ſo mad as to conclude 


him guilty of Blaſphemy beſides this Gen- 
tleman? However this Gentleman was willing 
to carry his Reſentments to the higheſt Pitch, 
which expoſes his Folly the more. That 
Mr. Vis want of Feeling, which he knows 
nothing of, and there is the greateſt Reaſon to 
believe the Contrary from any that know 
him, hardly admits of a Parallel, and aſcri- 
bing his Behaviour, under the Circumſtances 
eee to the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, 
from 


_ 


SS © 
from his own Preſumption, charges Mr. V. 


charitable this Gentleman is, I ſhall leave you 


co determine, and as he ſays a hearty Amen 
to Mr. V deſiring to ſim no more, in Page 
26, ſo do I for him, when he defires God to 


pardon Him if he thinks Wrong in Page 3. 
: C\'. 1 BY SEA 3 * * gl E 


by. under the like Circumſtances. There are 


other Remarks, though they might be caſily 


expoſed, are not worth taking Notice of, 
the whole favouring ſo much of an unchriſ- 


tian, uncharirable Spirit. 
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S I before 3 1 had too 


tleman I am dealing with, or at 


We 7 CO 
pred 


| Je catried their Reſentments greatly 


ing their Writings, 1 believe, it will evi- 
dently appear. . 5 


* Le 1 * 


: bing of his Letter to the Religious Societies, 
is very uncharitable, cenſuring Mr. V. as a 
Hypöcrite: His Words are theſe ; © Gen- 


* 
1 * 2 * 4 * 4 : 
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- T7 much Reaſon to believe the Gen- | 
leaſt ſome of them, have by Pres. 


beyond the Bounds of Truth; fo by examin- 


Page 1. Mr. 7 anne in the Begin- 


tlemen, 


te tlemen, the 18 Letter was written 


« by me, wien I had ſome Opinion of Mr. 
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The Word ſeemingly plainly ſppoſes* init 


ſuggeſts his Tytentrons not to be upright; 


which is impoſſible for Mr. TriftramLand to 


know, or any dòther Perſom: But Charity, as 
a ſtanding Rule to others, ſhould have in- 


clined him to have thought the beſt of Mr. 
FW. till full Proof of His is e e 


* e te 


51 


_- Page: 3. hs; fries a That aotwibRabding 
<« all Pretences, this Gentleman had main- 
* tained and preached Doctrines contrary to 
ce thoſe embraced by our holy Mother, and 
* founded upon the Seripture; however 


„ ſome giddy Folks, who are given to 


Change, might run after him, or ſome 


- < others think fit to feed their Curiofity; yer 


< the:moſt ſenſible Part of you and all the 


 <, diſcreet and ſound Members of the Church 
* of England would ſoon diſcountenance 
_< this aſſuming Noveliſt, and reſolve, ac- 


* cording" to St. John's Direction in ſuch 
© like Caſes, not to receive him into their 


_ 


* 0 es, nor bid bim God ſpeed.” 
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7's If | this Gentleman had been a Roman Ca: 
tbolicł, I could have eaſily overlook d ſuch 
an Expreſſion as our holy Mother, becauſe it 
is an Expreſſion they often mal uſe of, from 
their Belief of che Infallability of their 
Church; yet 1 hope this Gentleman knows 
better Things than to ſuppoſe any Infallibility 
among Proteſtants; and that no Proteſtant 
is obliged to believe or practice any Doctrines 
or Ceremonies not founded upon, or agree» 
able to the Word of God, and our juſt and 
reaſonable Thoughts of Things: Therefore 
this Gentleman, I doubt not, being cautious 
ture yet notwithſtanding all the great Charge 
he is bringing againſt Mr. . he brings no 
Seripture to juſtify or prove the Truth of 
Things. However, I find I have a new Task in 
dealing with Mr. Triſtram Land; for he hath 
been ſo cautious. as to ſcreen himſelf under 

the Influence of publick Authority, chat any 
Perſons by finding fault with him; they might 
alſo with the Church, in their Determinations, 


= 


in thoſe Paſſages againſt Mr, V. telating ro 
Bapt Im; as. the Affair is of a very publick 
Nature, and to anſwer it in a full Manner and 
all Objections that mightariſe, would rake up 
more Time than I have to ſpare, being ingaged 
1 2 F + 
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L 29 1 
5 coal of Care and Buſineſs; and as thirw | is 
Perſons/ much better qualified in all reſpects 
than myſelf, and ro whom it may more 
particularly belong, I ſhall decline it as much 
as poſſible. By his calling him in this Page an 
aſſuming Noveliſt, and adviſing People u to 
receive lim into their Houſes, or to bid bim God 
| Jpeed, and in other Places throwing many Re- 
flections, I fear this Gentleman is of too per- 
ſecuting Spirit, which is contrary to the Spirit 
of the Goſpel; and if it was in his Power, 
not only take away his good Name, which 
is contrary to the Command of God, but 
2 —_— his 8 e forcher. 


page 5: he fays, In relation to the Mo- 
© thodiſts in general, that they are ſaid to 
tell their Diſciples, that Chriſt muſt be 
formed in them by the Holy Ghoſt, as he 
* was in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, 
« and accordingly” to ask them, whether 
. FF Chriſt be already formed 1 in their err 


„ 


By this Way of talking this e 
would: ſuggeſt, that they have as inconſiſtent 
and carnal Ideas, concerning Regeneration, 
or the new Birth, as the Roman Catholicks 
have, concerning their eating and drinking 


the 1 — and Blood of Chriſt. I profels, 
fg that 


| 
| 


« ſometimes pray that God would vouch- 


C 
that having been at their private Meetings 

ſeveral Times, I never heard any ſuch 
Words ; but Perſons who are prejudiced, 
may take Words in a wrong Senſe, and eaſily 
miſapply them. Such Words as theſe I have 


heard, That Chriſt muſt be ſpiritually for- 
med in them by the Holy Ghoſt; but 
not as in the Womb of the Virgin 
Mary; that they muſt Hpiritually feed upon 


Chraft by Faith; but not be formed in their 
Bodies, or as Chriſt in you the Hope of 
Glory, as St. Paul ſpeaks, and ſuch like, but 
not in the Manner as this Gentleman expreſſes 
himſelf; therefore let me here caution this 
Gentleman, as well as others, how they ex- 
preſs themſelves in their Words, by leſſen- 
ing or magnifyiug any Truth beyond the 
Bounds of its Nature and Importance, by 


which through Prejudice they may ſome- 


times become guilty of the ninth Command, 
Thou ſbalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy 


Neigblour. For Writings are too much 
like Paintings, that often make Perſons or 


Things, appear either better or worſe than 


they really are in themſelves, by vertue of | 


the Springs and Motives of the Mind the 
Writer is influenced by, ſo that he whoſe 
prevailing Deſire is the Love of Truth, will 
copy neareſt the Originals. Again, They 


ſafe 


L 


8 1 pour down. the Gift of the Holy 


—_. - — — ſome one preſent, in their 


_« private Meetings.” But where the Harm 
of this is, I ſhould be very glad this Gentle- 
man would tell. There are many Reflec- 
tions in this Gentleman's Writings that are 
not worth taking Notice of; but there are 
ſome Words which this Gentleman, and the 
Gentleman in the Weekly Miſcellany, ſeems 
to be highly offended with, as their talking 
much of the Pangs of the new Birth; 
their inward Feelings, Experiences, accom- 
panied with ſuch confident Perſwaſions as 
neither they can explain, nor any Body elſe 
underſtand, I will endeavour then to ex-- 
plain them, that any rational Mind may un- 
derſtand them. 


The Mind of Man then, being of a rati - 
onal Nature, is conſcious of its Actions 
being either Good or Evil; and from this 
Conſciouſneſs ariſes all thoſe inward Feelings 


| _ either of Joy or Sorrow, theſe Gentlemen 


are ſo much offended at: For when the Word 
of God is ſet home upon the Mind, by the 
Spirit of God, whoſe peculiar Office is 7 
convince of Sin, Fobn XVI. Chap. v. 8, diſ- 
covering its evil Nature and damnable 
Conſequences, let it ariſe from what Quarter 

it will, Hence ariſes Convictions and godly 
8 Sor- 


— 


Sorrow, and in 2 2 to that Light the 

Mind receives of it, ſo is the inward Feeling 
of Sorrow greater or leſs. This might be 
eaſily evinced from Scri + 73 and Experience, 
as in the Caſe of David, Peter, Mary Magda- 
e, and others that might be named, David 
waters his Couch with his Tears; Peter weeps 
bitterly ; Mary waſhes our Saviour's Feet 
with her Tears; and wipes them with the 
- Hairs of her Head. On the other Hand, 
when a Senſe of the Pardon of Sin, chrough 
the Merey of God in Chrift, is ſet home 

pen the Mind, hence ariſes all that inward 
Feeling of Joy, either more or leſs in Pro- | 
tion to that Light it receives of it. I 
might enlarge here upon many Particulars 


. be 1 the Proof of it, from the Prophets; 


_ Apoſtles, — ti Confeſlors, and the like, 
, (bue it is needleſs). whoſe inward Feelings of 
have been 10 great, as not only to exceed 
Joy in Earthly Things, but to a 5 
of them, when: compared to their Joy 
God, as before obſerved. Take only one 15. 
ſtance for che whole, 1 Epiſt. Peter, I. Chap. 
v. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye "Love, in 
wbom, though now you fee bim not; yet be- 
| lieving, ye rejoice with Foy 8 and 
full of Glory, Sure theſe Gentlemen now 
will not be ſo weak as to pretend to fay, 
theſe inward Motions, Feelings, Experiences, 
Fe. 
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Ce. cannot be explained, or any body ele 
underſtand; but ſhould rather pray to God, 


that in his Light, they may behold their own 1 
Darkneſs. Further Mr. Triſtram Land ſays, ö 


« That in ſhort, their Faith you will find an 

« ill grounded Aſſurance, their Hope an un- 

<« warrantable Preſumption, and their Charity 

« Cenſoriouſneſs, and Contempt of their Bre- 

© thren of different Sentiment? 
„ Os ERVATo WWW . 

Ihhis Gentleman, too much like the former, 

is very poſitive in his Determinations, uncha- 

ritable Aſſertions and Suggeſtions, without 

Proof; but no Wonder, when the Duſt of 

Prejudice or Envy hath blinded the Sight. © 7 


l am afraid I ſhould too much treſpaſs upan 
your Patience, to go through many Particu- 

lars; I ſhall therefore take Notice of the main 
Charge and Subſtance of his Writing, name: 
ly, Mr. Vs preaching Doctrines contra 
Leno the Church of England, by not under- 5 
e ſtanding the Nature or Commencement of 
the new Birth.” muſt beg Leave to ſay 

this Gentleman is miſtaken, as well as poſſi- 


as 


— EC CES 


— = - 001% — ᷣ— — 2 — — 


bly others, who have wrote againſt Mr. ö 


that he underſtands not the Nature of the 
new Birth, When their own Words to an in- 
telligent Mind, diſcovers he doth. - © © 

W . The 


"The ak in 45 3 gay Shae 
13. Jo be a new Creature is no more than 
33 a Converſion from Sin, and an Ability to 
live by the Goſpel Rules. Mr. Triſtram 
2 6 Land ſays, P: age me 2 om a en EY L 
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' The Word 8 rebuild, e e | 
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5 again, or reſtore that which was loſt, and by 
 Repentance, ſigmfies the inſtrumental Means 5 


by which ſuch Reſtoration or Lots is regait d: 
or the Word renew may imply the Neeeffity of 

the Soul's Converfion to God, by its Revolt 
from him; and by - Repetitance, the inſtru - 
mental Means of fuch Converſton, and by a 
+ Converſion from Sin, and an Ability to live by 

the Goſpel Rules, is all one as being renewed 


again by Repentance, or as being regenerate 
d born again, renewed. in the Spirit of the 


"I 
1 f and many fuch like Paſſages in the new 


| Teſtament, implying one and the ſame Thing, 


5 1 and carries in them all thoſe Pangs, inward | 


Feelings, Experiences, and the like; that theſe 

4 13 are ſo offended with, from the 
| Beginning of Sinners. Conviction of Sin, to 

. their Converſion from it. Tho the Gentleman 
1 to make uſe of the Words, no more, 

P 4 ich is too diminutive an Expreſfion to be 
. uſed here, from the Weight and Ie parniticr 


- 


of the Truth from whence it is drawn; ſo that 
in Reality, in the Nature and Subſtance of the 
Matter, Mr. V. and theſe: Gentlemen are of one 
Mind. He preac hes up no other Doctrine but 


therefore before Mr. Tnilrum Land had con- 
demned them as inne vatiag Doctrines, whim- 
ſical Notions, indigeſted Fancies, and exploded 


as Error and Nonſenſe, he ought better and 


mare chdly to haue conſidered" their Nature 
and Tendency, more than the Time af their 


ſtance of ithe new. Birth, as the Tame of the 
Commencgment of it; and there, binges all the 


Weight of the Reſentment; but Mr. iran 


Land in order to ſcreen himſelf, brings in that 


to Baptiſm, againſt Mr. Vs Doctrine, which 
declares, Hat Children coming to boly Baptiſin, 
retei ue Nainiſſion of their.Sins by ſpiritual Rege- 
erration,ond after Baptiſin, declares, That In- 
Funts are negenerate ivith the Holy Spirit; and 
upon this Freſumption declares, That it is cer- 
tain u God's Ward that Cbildren aohich are 
baptiſed dying before they commit actual Sin 
are umu Javed. 
E 2 | Here 


What is cenſiſtent wirh theſe Truths, for Proof 
of which his Writings may be refatred to; 


Commencement. But vet I find the great 
Reaſon, hy theꝝ axe ſo angry wich M. is 
not ſo much concerning the Nature and Sub- 


Part of the Service of che Church, in Relation 


— K ß —˙‚*— —˖— Ee RS — wo Aa — 2 


1 * . ? 
E uy A 4 
z " 1 5 , N y a 
* * * « ? 0 
— 1 PLS 
Ca * N 
— \ * 8 
I = A 
; of I 
6 f I ITT, 
_ * 9 F * 
7 £6 * 
4 Y 18 © 
00 A 
2 3 5 ; 
We'd : 2 : 
by N J 
N » 2 = * 
* * 
Y 7 
A F < 
* if #4 F < 
95 


Bug 2 80 
x . 


* 


11171 'T 211 122 32 


ee eure x beg I; = rave 3 en ee at 
* Submiſſion to Authority, that unleſs it can 
be made appear from the Word of God, 


ee 


which is the ſtanding Rule of Judgment ; 22 


that Children are regenerate, and born again 
by Baptiſm, the Church's Determination, is 
not a rg 2 1 rouge Tor” CO _ 
e 9 to N e . 2 . 
„Verde Perſons may i ine! tog E 
as here; and the old Taunt may be thrown 
upon me, as was upon many Proteſtants in the 
blood Mary 's Reign.” What, yon art 4 Scrip- 
tire Man? "Be i ſo, I think it much the ſafeſt 
wars to make that che Rule of our Faith and 
Practice here, which will Les the Rule of our 
__ Acres „„ TED 
$15} 07 Wo at e 

And here I " axe veſt bon che Declara- 

- nit of the Church; chat if Children coming 
to holy Baptiſm, receive Remiſſion of their 
Sins, are -regenerate and born again,” What 
muſt be the Caſe of Infants nòt coming to 
holy Baptiſm? Why the juſt Inference is 
plainly this, that Children or Infants not 
coming to holy Baptiſm, do not receive Re- 
miſſion of Sins, are not ſpiritually regenerate 
and born again; and ſo muſt ſuffer the Want 


of that Grace and EY that is declared to be 


„ . * * 


fl 


Ta | 

_ beſtowed! in Baptiſm. How unjuſt hom un- 
worthy are ſuch Thoughts of God, that he 

| ſhould forever 5 an Infant, not capable 


of actual Sin, for a Fault that it was 3 


out of 8 Power 1 to Leda . SRI 


Fenn \# # 17s 


Far be it 3 05 any 0 hve) fac 
cen Asse hts of the righteous Judge 5 
of the World; and I muſt ſay farther; | 
relation to Infant 
the Sabbath, from the ſeventh to the firſt Day 
of the Week z that the Scripture is not ſo pd- 

ſitive, but we 1 our Practice more from 


tiſm, as well as to n 


Circumſtances n from Commands, and from 
our Juſt and reaſonable TRIES of 1 


3 wy VO 16 


| the it Hath/often pn ne bike found 
by Experience, that even Bodies of Men, as 


well as particular Perſons, through the Weak- 
neſs or Corruption of the human Mind, have 
run into Extreams, and carried Things beyond : 
its proper Bounds; and while they have been 
blaming and condemning one another, have 


too often miſſed the Mark RF are ſeemingly 
bean. at; 1 mean Truth. | 


- But the 3 in the 2 -ekly Miſcellany ite 


is more cautious and modeſt than Mr. Traf- 


tram Land, who in his Letter to Mr.. 
| W Fage 28, © That Chriſtians in the 


« ſound- 


-. * 
we 


[| . 86 « foundeſt: Senſe; were San uin in a 


might arif: Uf Children 
m Mercy, and be happy without 3 
What ſigniſies it, what do they get by it. 4 


 pertained. the Adoption, and the Glory, and the 
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5 Infancy. But only ſuppoſes the Virtue and 

of Regeneration to ariſe from /Bapy 
tin, which however true, ſeems much more 
agreeable, according to our believing Baptiſm, 


- Coming in the room of 8 Which 


eas Grace or Favour beſtowed upon the Fews 
3 May of Covenant and Promiſe, more chan 


by any actual Grace immediately obnutyed, 
that. God would have a mote peculiar Regard 
do them chat were thus dedicated to him. 


And here I am apprized of an Objection that 
may obtain Grace 


reply, ch every Way, for by it they are 


made visible Members of the Church of 
-.  Ghnf, 1 rp 20: urge Privileges ofa, 
According as 


re capable of receiving 
them, ben Proniiſee made 10 it, as mas 
the Caſe of the Fews by Circumciſion, d nhor 


Covenant, and the giving of the Law,” and flir 
Bernice God, and the; Promiſes, Rom. JX. 
Chap. v. 4. But as I before obſerued, that Per- 
ſons are apt to run into Extreams, which is an 
wndenidble Truth, founded upon the preſent . 
.cortupted State of Things. And chere I vrnuld 


» take. Nonice;how ſome Perſons carry the Doc- 


ansiaf — Fan ä 
— A bſo- 


_ the Word of God will warrant, and our 
and reaſonable Thoughts and Apprehenſions 
of Things, by taking 1 Paſſages of Scrip+ _ 


"Tc. 4 


2h - lia W beyond the Bounds: of be 


tute relating to them in an abſolute, when 


ſhould be underſtood in a more qualified Senſc, 2 


according to the whole Tenour. of Goc 
Word; and fo. others carry Doctrines beyond 
their proper Bounds, after the ſame Manner; 


but this by Way of Digreſſion: Yet why.our+ 


juſt and reaſonable Thoughts of Things ſhauld 
not hold good in one Caſe as well as in another, 


I am at a Loſs to account for, and ſhould be 


very glad if any Perſons could inform me, 
and though many Points of Faith be above 
Reaſon, yet none contrary to it. And if once 


our juſt and reaſonable Thoughts of Things 


be Slee garded, and thrown off as having no- 

thing to yo with Religion, or even the Work 
of Grace upon the Heart, which muſt. be 
proved and tryed by the Effects it produces; 


it will open a Door to all Error and Deluſion. © 


And here I would beg Leave to obſerve, it 
being of the greateſt Importance, under our 
preſent Confideration of Things, That all juſt 

e Inferences and Concluſions, that are drawn 
„ from any Propoſitions or Determinations, 


** that are true, are as trug as the Pro- 


* poſitions. or Determinations from . whence - 


4 they are drawn; and ſo on the contrary, 


5 "A the juſt Inferences . or | Concluſions 
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ELLE... 
ate falſe, the Propoſitions, or Determi- 
& nations from whence they are drawn, are 
« falſe too. See that excellent Author of Mo- 
rallity, Wolliſton's Religion of Nature delinea- . 
ted,” Page 44, which if he had wrote the 
Religion of jeſus delineated, as well as that of 

Mature, che World would have been highly 
bobliged ; yet this Gentleman's Work, contrary 
to his Intentions and Deſigns, have been miſ- 

applied, and like the beſt Things that being 
corrupted often prove the worſt, have cauſed 
ſome Perſons to carry the rational Powers be- 

_yond their proper Bounds, as others have done 
that of Grace; fo that all this diſcovers the 
Meakneſs of the human Mind; yet Truth is 
the ſame in itſelf, and to an unprejudiced 
Mind, freed from corrupt Byaſſes, like Light © 
i a ſound Eye, agreeable and pleaſant ; button 
ſtthe contrary offenſive. Therefore upon Con- 

-*  fiderationof the whole, would it not be much 

more ſate to believe, and more to the Honour 
E Glory of God, that the Merits of the 
.- »Blood of Chriſt ſhould be as effectual for the 

Pardon of original Guilt in Infants not capable 
f actual Sin, as the Sin of our firſt Parents 
Mere for the conveying of it, and though the 
Paoepravity remains which is manifeſt by Expe- 
*  Nience, being gore immediately derived from 
the Parents from whom they ſprung, and 
theirs from theirs, and fo on to the firſt origi- 

nal Depravity; yet this alſo is mercifully wer . 


: 
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= vided againſt by God, and more eſpecially by 


the Goſpel Settlement of Things, that when 
Children are growing up, and guilty of actual 
Sin, proceeding from original Depravity, his 
Grace ſhould be ſufficient for them, to ſanc- 


tify them in Soul and Body, in a great Mea- 
ſure to remove the Depravity conveyed,” and 


fir them for final Bleſſedneſs, upon their ſin- 
cere A plication to him through Chriſt; how - 


ever this is an Affair I ſhould rather chuſe to 


leave to thoſe who are better qualified; and to 
the Church, wherein they are wrong to 
amend it. And I cannot apprebend why they 


ſhould beſo angry with Mr. V. or others, who 


may differ from them as to the Commencement 
of the new Birth, when Mr. Triſtram Land 
obſerves they may fall away from Grace re- 
ceived into a worſe State; if ſo they will need 
as much renewing again by Repentance, or 
more ſo, than when they were firſt baptized, 
having loft the Grace then received; ſo that 
whether the Date or Commencement of the 


new Birth be taken from the Time of Baptiſm, 


or at the Time when they are renewed age in 
by Repentance, is of very little Importance, 


when the Nature and Subſtance of the Change 


both in Heart and Life are one; and when 


they have only the Decree of wfallible Men 


to build their Foundation upon, and in rhe 


uſt Conſequences of ſuch abſolute Determina- 


F , tions 


[42] 
tions, is Contrary. to our juſt and reaſonable 
Thoughts of Things, and of the divine Per- 
fections of God. And from the Conſideration 

of theſe Things, many of the ſober Part of 
the Church of Eng/and, both Divines as well 
as others, have wiſhed to have ſome Paſſages 
in the Common Prayer altered, and in particu- 
lar this Part of Baptiſm, for the Sake of ten- 


der Conſciences: For a Review of the 
Common Prayer, made by wiſe and peacea- 


© ble Men, not given to Wrath and diſputing, 
% may be ſo far from being a Diſhonour to the 
Church of England, that it may add to the 
Glory of it. See Biſhop Stilling fleet's Preface 
to The Unreaſonableneſs of Separation. And if 
it be conſidered further, that the Bible as well 
as the Common Prayer, have paſſed through 


ſeveral Reverſions and Alterations ſince the 


Beginning of the Reformation. The firſt Tran- 


lation of the Bible into Engliſb, was made by 


Milliam Tindal, in Henry the VIIIths Time, 


1525 reviewed afterwards by Coverdale: Re- 


viſed again at the Beginning of Edward the 
VIchs Reign, at the Direction of Archbiſhop 
Cranmer, 1549: Another Edition was publiſhed 
in 1551. Theſe three Editions of the Engliſb 
Bible, are thoſe which are called the great 
Bible. Thexe was another Reviſion of the 


Bible in Queen Elizabeth's Reign ; bur this 


4 was called the Biſhop's Bible, - becauſe. the 


Queen 
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Queen had by her Letters Patents impower'd 
ſeveral Biſhops to review it. The laſt Tran- 
ſlation was made in the gth Year of the Reign 
of King James I. 160%. by 47 eminent Di- 
vines of that Time, appointed by the King; 

there being ſome Faults in the Biſhop's 
Bible. 21. nt 


Several Reviews ond Alterations of the 
Common Prayer, have been made finee the 
Reformation, for before it was in Latin. 
Arcbbiſhop Cranmer began the Tranſlation 
out of the Latin Servibe Books, to leave out 
the idolatrous Parts: And in the Year 1536, 
the Bible, with the Pater Noſter, Creed, and 
Ten Commandments, were ſet forth and 
placed#in Churches, to be read in Exgliſo; and 
in the Vear 1545, the King's Primer came 
forth, wherein were contained the Lord's 
Prayer, Creed, Ten Commandments, and the 
Morning and Evening Prayer in Engliſh, not 
much different ſrom what it is in our preſent 
Common Prayer. Some Time after this the 
Litany was publiſhe&in Engliſb, different from 
what it is now, which was all the Alteration 
of the Litany, during the Reign of Henry 
VIII. Soon after Edward VI. came to the 
Crown, 13 Perſons were commiſſioned by the 
King, to draw up the Communion Service, 


who afterwards finiſhed the whole Book of 
3 F 2 RE Com- 


Than: 


| Common Prayer, and it was confirmed by 
J. Act of Parliament, in the 2d of Edward VI. 


herein ſome Ceremonies were laid aſide, and 
ſeveral new Prayers added. In 1969, upon 


| ſecond Book of King Edward VI. was reviſed, 
_ Purpoſe, which was afterwards eſtabliſhed by 


King James, another Review of the Common 
Prayer was made, when ſeveral Thankſgivings 
were added, and the Catechiſm enlarged. In 


were made, and in he: Scotch Common 
Prayer Book, ſet forth under that Reign, 
there were ſeveral excellent Improvements 
made from the Engliſb Book. In 1661, there 
Was another . and the laſt, when the 


of Men, and the general Thankſgiving were 
added, and ſeveral Collects altered, and hath 
ever ſince continued without any Alteration. 

* And as the Bible hath had five Tranſla- 
tions in the Space of 82 Years, ſo alſo hath 
the Common Prayer been reviſed and alter'd 
% noleſs than eight Times in the Compaſs of 
% 125 Years.” See Dr. Nicholls Commentary 
on the Common Prayer. Agreeable to the 


/ 


| haye* 


Queen Elizabeth's coming to the Crown, the 
and ſeveral learned Divines appointed for that 


Act of Parliament. In 1601, in the 1ſt of 


King Charles Iſt's Time, fome few Alterations 


Prayers for the Parliament, for all Conditions 


henſe of a juſt Alteratjon to be made again, 


* * 
5 * 
- * 


#548. In four Years after it was reviſedagain, 
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have been the Sentiments of -the-wiſeſt and 
beſt of Men of the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe 
latter Days of ours; and. as I have a great 
Regard and .Value for the preſent Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State, I could wiſh 
for a Union among Proteſtants, and particularly 


of this Nation, that the Church of England 


in ſome Things were leſs ſevere, and the Diſ- 


ſenters leſs ſcrupulous, that they would endea- 
vour to maintain Unity in Things abſolutely 


neceſſary, Liberty in Things indifferent, and 
Charity in both, that there were often leſs 
Heat on both Sides, and more Judgment. 


Gentlemen, e | | 
What Dean Stanbope's uſeful Hints were, 
Mr. Triſtram Land deſires you to obſerve, I 
know not, poſſibly very worthy your Regards; 
but for the excellent Rules laid down for your 
Conduct, by Dr. Woodward, I have read, and 
muſt fay, 'they are highly worthy your Obſer- 


_ ſervation and Practice, particularly his ex- 


cellent Exhortation to Humility, at the Be- 


ginning of your Exerciſe, which I would not 


have you omit; and if ever you expect to be 


thriving, perſevering Chriſtians, labour to 
grow in Grace, and in particular this Grace of 
Humility. 
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1 any ſhould think 1 Bae too much i in- 
truded upon a Province that did not ſo much 
concern me; waving many juſt Reaſons for 
it, 1 would reply to ſuch tenacious Perſons, 
that 1 do not apprehend that Truth is always 
to he confined, either to a black Gown, a 
laced Coar, or a long Beard; whatever Sanc- 
tion it may give; and that Truth is never the 
leſs Truth, or the leſs to be regarded, by its 
| coming either from the Court, the Camp, ot 
| the Shop, as well as from the Univerſity, and 
ö that one and one making two in Arithmetick 
| ſeerns to be as intelligible, by its coming from 
| 2 Plowman, as from a Divine or a Fhilo- 1 
| 


5 ; * 


Apber. 


1 might enlarge u upon ths M; ella, 4 85 
fear I have too much exceeded the Limits 
intended in ſome Particulars, on the other 
Gentleman's Writings, and treſpaſſed upon 
vour Patience; and as this Gentleman is 
more cautious and judicious than the former, 
though there is ſome Reflections I have not 
taken Notice of that might be eaſily expoſed, 

et what might be further ſaid upon it I ſhall 
ave to your own private Meditations, and . 
it would be much more becoming theſe Gen- 
tlemen, and all others, that wherein they ap- 

prehend any of their Brethren or Neighbours 

| running 
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running into Error and Deluſion, inſtead f 
throwing unjuſt Reflections, they would fol- 
low the Advice of St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Ep. 
Ch. II. v. 25. In Meelneſi inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, i, God peradventure 
wouꝛilll give them Repentance to the acknowledging 
of the Truth. * 


Gentlemen. „ 1 
I can aſſure you this comes forth without 
the Privity or Knowledge of any of the Metho- 
 diſts, and in Regard to them in General, 1 
would adviſe all Perſons, to take the Counſel © 
of Gamaliel, Act V. v. 34 to 40: To take 
Heed what they do to tbeſe Men, for if their 
Counſel or their Work be of Men, it will come 

to nought, but M it be of God, ye cannot uber- 
throw it, leſt happily ye be found even to fight 


againſt God. 


Whatever Error, may. ariſe from the Prefs, © 
as it is a Caſe too often happens, I hope th 
candid Reader will excuſe. 


Thus Gentlemen how far any of the Authors 
I have been examining are worthy of Praiſe or 
Diſpraiſe you yourſelves muſt be judge, s 


While J remain yours, 


In all Kind Offces, 
] » M> 
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